The Influence of Hindu Tantrism on Rammohun Roy''s Ideas (H.WATANABE) 2 The one and only God for Roy is Brahman of the neuter gender and the singular . It seems that he established his theory of worship of Brahman under the influence of the Tantric Literature'). He uses Mnt, III. 59-63 as the hymn of Brahman'). The verse of III. 65 prescribes that the practitioner (sddhaka) should recite the hymn of Brahman and teach its meanings to his friends devoted to Brahman 8) . According to Jaganmohana Tarkalankara, a commentator in Bengali to Mnt, Roy, under instructions from Hariharananda Bharati, used to worship of Brahman with that hymn every day in a lonely place and explain it once a week to his friends and relatives following the prescription of III. 65 9) . This verse of Mnt shows one of its aspects which are not Tantric. It is well known indeed that Hindu Tantrism denies class and sexual discrimination and opens the practice of its doctorine to people of all castes and that it reveals a new and easy way 10). Whereas, however, most of Hindu Tantric works preach that mantras and hymns to be recited in the practices of worship should be esoterically given from a spiritual preceptor (guru) to his disciples (sisya)11>
Here is another example. Mnt, III. 146 These verses of Mnt shows aspects that are still newer as compared with those of Tantric tradition concerning the hymn of Brahman and the initiation (diksa) into the Brahmamantra. 3 It has been pointed out that Roy distinguished two methods of worship between the individual (sadhana) and the collective (upasana) ones 15). The collective method of worship was very important for him, because he thought that the individual method of worship had been broadly performed in the Hindu society and that it caused the discrimination and the hostile relationship among castes and therefore the society had been weakened. He tried to introduce the collective method of worship to the Hindu society 16) ( 15 ) It was one of Roy's most important goals to circumvent and ultimately abolish the restrictions of adhikara, namely, the caste-based hereditary qualification especially for studying the Vedas. Moreover he tried to promote religious and soteriological egalitarianism and sought sanction for it in the authoritative texts of Hinduism in Mnt ").
Thus we can say with fair certainty that those verses of Mnt were very appropriate to his purpose.
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Mnt includes elements which are still newer as compared with those of Tantric tradition.
It seems reasonable to suppose that Roy could get some ideas for his socio-religious reform movement from Mnt and that he sought the grounds in Mnt as one of the sacred books of Hinduism.
We may, therefore, reasonably conclude that this is another reason why Mnt was one of Roy's favorite texts among enormous Tantric literature.
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1) There is another opinioin that the year of his birth is 1772. On this subject, see De [1962] 500 (fn. 1). 2) Bisbas [ 1983] 181 lists the names of Tantric works that Roy quoted passages from or referred to with the numbers of time.
3) See, e. g., "Isopanisat, " Granth, Vol. I, Vol. 1, .
See also Takeuchi [1991] 114-115 and Halbfass [1988] 204-206. 4) The Kularnavatantra is the most important text of the Kaula sect. An estimation of its date is between AD 1000 and 1400 (see Goudriaan [1981] 93ff. and Carlstedt [1974] 15) . Mnt is one of the texts considered to belong to the Left-hand Sakta ( Vamacarasakta) and presumably written in the late eighteenth century (see Goudriaan [ 1981] 98ff., Woodroffe [1918] 79-80,378 ( 16 ) The Influence of Hindu Tantrism on Rammohun Roy's Ideas (H .WATANABE) and Derrett [1968] 147-168) . Roy referred to the former thirty-four times and to the latter twenty-two times, whereas seventeen. other texts were referred to just several times respectively (Bisbas [1983] 181). 5) See, on the relationship between Rammohun Roy and Hariharananda Bharati, Collet [1962] 
